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FOREWORD

This booklet is offered in response to requests
from a number of the Agricultural Colleges for a
small, moderate priced song book as well as to a
popular demand for 4-H equipment. By listing the
latter it is possible to in part, at least, finance the
former.

This “Handy-Book” will be sent free to state,
county and local leaders on request—one copy to
each person. Additional copies may be had for
the use of 4-H clubs at 3c per copy, prepaid.

Yours for the furtherance of 4-H club work,

THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE.

CLUB WORK—WHAT IT IS

Boys' and Girls’ Club Work is a nation-wide movement
which gives rural boys and girls an opportunity to develop
themselves educationally, economically and socially.

It is a movement which demonstrates the better practices
in agriculture and home economics.

It makes play out of work.

It promotes industry and thrift.

It applies business methods to farming.

It develops self-reliance, ambition and aggressiveness.

It fosters individual ownership, a love of nature and the
things in the open country; it makes farm life attractive.

Through contests it brings out the best effort and thought.

It stands for the four-fold devc]opmcnt of the Head,
Heart, Hands and Health.

Its slogan is “‘Make the Best Better."”

And above all it develops the highest type of manhood,
womanhood and American citizenship.

Boys' and Girls’ 4-H Club work is organized and admin-
istered by the Agricultural Colleges, the U. S. Department
of Agriculture co-operating.

THE NATIONAL CLUB EMBLEM

is the four-leaf clover with the letter “H” on each leaf,
which represent the four-fold development of the Head,
Hands, Heart and Health.

THE NATIONAL CLUB MOTTO

is to ‘Make the Best Better.”” This should be the aim of
every club member and his guide in all that he does
every day.

THE NATIONAL 4-H CLUB COLORS

are green and white. The white background of the 4-H
flag symbolizes purity and the green 4-H emblem is the



reminder of springtime, life and youth. This symbol is the
reminder of this great American born system of practical
education among the rural boys and girls, known as 4-H
Club Work, which gives them educational opportunities and
advantages equalled in no other country of the world.

4-H CLUB PLEDGE

I pledge my Head to reason, my Hands to service, my
Heart to loyalty and my Health to efficiency for my home,
my community and my country.

RITUAL
PRESIDENT: We will now review the 4-H emblem and

the four cardinal points of club work which it symbolizes.
What do the four H's represent?

CLUB: They represent the equal training of the Head,
Hands, Heart and Health.

PRESIDENT: For what is the Head trained?
CLUB: To think, plan and reason.
PRESIDENT: For what is the Heart trained?
CLUB: To be kind, sympathetic and true
PRESIDENT: For what are the Hands trained?
CLUB: To be useful, serviceable and skillful.
PRESIDENT: For what is the Health trained?

CLUB: To resist disease, make for efficiency and enjoy
life.

FLAG SALUTE

| PLEDGE ALLEGIANCE TO THE AMERICAN FLAG
AND TO THE REPUBLIC FOR WHICH IT STANDS;
ONE NATION, INDIVISIBLE,

WITH LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL.

FACTS ABOUT CLUB WORK

Club work officially inaugurated in 1914.
Membership in 1926: 620,000.
Value of products produced in 1925: $10,450,000.

Prize money offered from all sources to stimulate club

work in 1925: $920,000.

Number of State Bankers Associations giving financial

aid: 38.
Bank loans to club members during 1925: $2,800,000.
Increase in enrollment in 1925 over 1924: 10.7%.
Increase in projects completed in 1925 over 1924: 16.3%.
Number of extension agents in 1925: 3,450.
Number of local leaders in 1925: 54,000.

Number of féreign countries which have adopted club

work: 13

Influence on future agriculture and prosperity—cannot
be estimated.

To secure information on how to organize 4-H Clubs,
see your county extension agent or write to the State Club
Leader, Extension Service, at your State Agricultural
College.




4-H CLUB INITIATION CEREMONY

Vice President Historian

Newspaper

Reporter Seceetary

Doockeeper

The candidate and the guide stand outside door. Guide
gives four long raps. Doorkeeper answers by four short
and one long rap.

Doorkeeper gives names of Club members who wish to
enter.

Doorkeeper: ‘‘Mr. or Madame President, (name of can-
didate) is without and wishes to enter.”

President: ‘‘Admit her (or him), if she (or he) is with
the club guide.” (Admit candidate, guide leads her (or
him) to President.)

President: ““To you (name of candidate) who is about
to become a member of the National Boys’ and Girls' Clubs
of America, active member of the (name of club) chapter
of (name of township), (name of county), (state), I wish
to give you the object of all club work in America.

“These clubs are organized to make us better citizens by
teaching us how to work and play together, by giving us a
means of learning better methods of farming and home
making and to encourage us to pdss these better methods
along. In short, production, demonstration and socializa-
tion are the aims of this club. The guide will now take you
to the vice-president who will give you the meaning of our
symbol and motto.” (Guide leads candidate to Vice-
President.)

Vice-President: ‘‘The symbol of this organization is the
green four-leaf clover with the four white H's, one on each
leaf, meaning the education of the Head, the Hand, the
Heart and the Health. (Four long raps on the door thus
—¢give four long raps, slowly), meaning education of the
Head, Hand, Heart, Health (rap as you say each of the
four words) will always admit you to this room. The an-
swer is four short raps and one long one, thus (give four
short raps and one long one), thus (rap as you say each
word) meaning to ‘Make the Best Better.” The motto of this
club is ‘Make the Best Better.” The guide will take the
candidate to the Newspaper Reporter.”

Newspaper Reporter: “You have been given the symbol
and the motto of this organization. [ shall give you the
slogan which we hope every one of our club members are
trying to live up to. The (name of state) slogan is (use
slogan of your state). The guide will lead you to the secre-
tary where you will be told the goal toward which this club
is working this year.” (Guide leads candidate to the
Secretary.)

Secretary: ‘‘This club wants every person who joins it to
feel that she (or he) has really joined something worth
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while. We want you to know that you are joining a na-
tional organization with headquarters in Washington, D. C.
Our counselor and guide is our local club leader (substitute
your leader’s name). Our club joins hands with all of the
other 4-H clubs in the county through our county club
committee consisting of (substitute your own committee
names). These people form a link with similar comittees
over the state. These join hands with our Boys' and Girls’
Club Department at the State College of (name of state),
which in turn reaches out and joins hands with other states,
making a 48-link chain which has its lock in the Department
of Agriculture at Washington, D. C.
“You are now familiar with our plan of organization.

‘“You now know the object, motto, emblem, slogan and
goal of this club. Are you willing to live up to all of these?
(Candidate says, ‘I will.")

‘‘Please escort the candidate to the Historian, who will
read our rules and regulations.”” (Guide leads candidate to
the Historian.)

Historian: “‘Before you become a member of this organi-
zation we wish you would become familiar with our rules
and regulations. (This is a suggested goal for a garment
club. Substitute your own) :

I. A club meeting every two weeks during the summer
vacation, every six weeks during school time.

2. One complete outfit of clothing made by each member
consisting of underwear and a dress.

3. At least one public demonstration by each member and
one public exhibition by the club during the year.

4. Record book kept up to date and summarized at the end
of the year.

5. Every girl to take a vital part in this club.

“You are now familiar with the rules and regulations,
ideals and purposes of this club. Do you still wish to be-
come a member?”’

Candidate: *“'l do.”

Historian: “‘You will sign the club roll. (Candidate signs
the club roll.) The candidate will now be taken to the
President.”

President: ““You will repeat the club pledge after me: I
pledge my head, my hands, my heart and my health in ser-
vice to my home, my community, my country and my God." "
President shakes hands with the candidate. ‘‘(Name), you
are now an active member of the (name of club) club of
(name) township, (name) county, (state).”

(If possible have someone sing as a solo “The Four Leaf
Clover” song of Coombs. If this is impossible all sing it
softly.)

President to Guide: ‘‘Please conduct the candidate out of
room.""

NOTE

If a white cord is placed on the floor making the four
leaf clover, the candidate will understand why the officers
are placed as they are.

If all members are dressed in middy blouses with a green
four leaf clover on the left arm, the ceremony will be more
impressive. If very soft music is played all through the
initiation it will be a prettier service. It always makes any-
thing on this order more lovely if carried out with dignity.
Have candidate leave room before you break up your four
leaf clover. After this is done all members should rush out
and welcome the new members into the organization.

If each officer knows her part so she need not read it
from a page it will be more effective. If an honorary mem-
ber is taken into the club use the same ceremony adding the
word ‘‘honorary’”’ and omitting the requirements, substi-
tuting the question, “Will you promise to be loyal to 4-H
club work always?”
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