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A fisheye view of the September 19 dedication for the new Ralph W. Ketner Hall at the National 4-H Center.
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DEVELOPING
YOUTH
POTENTIAL

Youth At Risk Summit Marks
Extension’s Commitment to
Address Issues

Key individuals from across the nation —
Extension leaders, educators, government
and community leaders, representatives of
youth-serving and advocacy organizations,
and members of the philanthropic com-
munity — assembled at the National 4-H
Center in September for the National Exten-
sion Youth At Risk Summit. Their purpose
was to launch a major national effort to ad-
dress the critical issues threatening the
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present and future welfare of the nation’s
young people.

Summit programs and activities gave
these individuals and groups involved in
youth development the opportunity to
assess present programmjng, to strengthen
and expand existing coalitions and to build
new ones.

With the theme “Developing Youth
Potential,” the Summit brought together
more than 500 participants representing all
segments of the Extension and land-grant
system and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. Almost 200 more individuals
represented corporate and foundation part-
ners, youth-serving associations and ad-
vocacy groups, and other government
departments and agencies, including the
Departments of Health and Human Serv-
ices, Labor, Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, Education, Interior, Commerce,
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Defense, Justice and Transportation. Par-
ticipants represented all 50 states, the
District of Columbia and most U.S. ter-
ritories. The extensive support evidenced
by this widespread participation under-
writes Extension’s commitment to Youth At
Risk as one of its national initiatives.

In his keynote address, Dr. Myron
Johnsrud, administrator, Extension Service,
USDA, set the tone for the intensive one
and one-half day of Summit events. “There
is a renewed effort in youth development,
evidenced by the variety of our colleagues
joining us at this Summit. It shows a com-
mitment, vision, and desire to achieve a
common goal: to develop youth potential ”

Participants pursued that common goal
in workshops, briefing and networking ses-
sions, and with the guidance of an im-
pressive array of guest speakers, each
bringing a message of challenge to the Ex-

Shown cutting the ribbon to open the newly-dedicated Ralph W. Ketner Hall are, left to right, Robert B. Gill,
vice chairman and COQ, ].C. Penney Stores and Catalog and chairman, National 4-H Council Board of Trustees;
Deputy Secretary of Agriculture Jack C. Parnell; Ralph Ketner, co-founder of Food Lion, Inc.; Anne Ketner,
and Council president Richard |. Sauer. The dedication took place on September 19.

( National 4-H CounciD

uarterly

N

7100 Connecticut Avenue
Chevy Chase, Maryland 20815
(301) 961-2800

o

Quarterly Staff
Larry L. Krug, Executive Editor
Contributing Writers
Anne W. Altizer
Andrew Buhler
Suzanne M. Carney
Jean Cogburn

Emerson Goodwin
Julie Grieb
Andrea Kreischer
Susan Shewchuk

National 4-H Council Quarterly is published by National 4-H Council. National 4-H Council is a not-for-
profit organization that uses private resources to enhance the development and education of youth. 4-H is
the youth education program of the Cooperative Extension Service of the State Land-Grant Universities and
the U.S. Department of Agriculture. Programs and educational materials of National 4-H Council are
available to all persons regardless of race, color, sex, age, religion, national origin or handicap. Council is an
equal opportunity employer.

National 4-H Council Officers:
Chairman, Robert B. Gill, Vice Chairman and COO, ].C. Penney Stores and Catalog

Vice Chairmen, Dr. Anne Rideout, Associate Director, Cooperative Extension Service,
University of Connecticut

John D. Rock, General Manager, GMC Truck Division, General Motors Corporation
Secretary, Edward J. Beckwith, Esq., Attorney and Partner, Baker & Hostetler
Treasurer, Gene L. Swackhamer, President, Farm Credit Bank of Baltimore

Richard J. Sauer, President and Chief Executive Officer






