( National 4-H Council )

Each summer, Citizenship Washington Focus brings teen 4-H'ers to the nation’s capital for a week of hands-on
learning in citizenship and leadership skills. Here, Mississippi 4-H'er Sheldon Peoples prepares a proposal for
“Dotuville,” a mock city council hearing.
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This past summer, Steven Price, former-
ly a District of Columbia 4-H member and
now working for the Associated Press in
that city, made a very special visit to a very
special place. Price went back to the Na-
tional 4-H Center, where as a teenager he
had attended the 4-H citizenship education
program, to speak to delegates to the 1989
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF)
program.

Why, after many years, was Price drawn
back into involvement with CWEF?

“I don’'t know where I would be without
4-H,” Price says. “l was one of those urban
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‘kids at risk’ we talk so much about. I didn’t
have anything constructive to do with my
spare time and I might have gotten into a
lot of trouble. My counselor at school sug-
gested Ijoin 4-H. I eventually attended the
citizenship program at the Center and it
made a permanent difference in my life. |
wanted to give something back to the
program.

“It was through 4-H also that I got a job
copy running for the Georgetown Univer-
sity basketball program,” Steven adds.
“That was my first job in the news
business.”

The program Price credits so highly as a
turning point in his life continues to serve
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today’s young people. Hands-on citizen-
ship and leadership education in the na-
tion’s capital marked its 30th anniversary
with the 1989 Citizenship Washington
Focus program. Since the first group of
4-H'ers, from Buchanan County, lowa, ar-
rived in July 1959 for what was then known
as Citizenship Short Course, CWF has
served more than 150,000 young people
from every state, the District of Columbia,
and Puerto Rico. They have learned the
meaning of citizenship through first-hand
study of the federal government, group
discussions of issues important to youth,
meeting with legislators and government
officials, visiting historical sites, sharing

Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) Fellows, a group
of college-age 4-H alumni sponsored by private sector
donors, are a driving force behind the CWF program,
leading workshops, conducting field trips and agency
visits and providing leadership role models for delegates.
The 1989 CWF Fellows and their sponsoring organiza-
tions are: (front row, left to right) William Leaman,
J1., Maryland, National Safety Council; M. Elizabeth
Graw, California, Bethesda-Chevy Chase (Maryland)
Rotary Club; Carol A. Ott, Maryland, Ruritan Na-
tional; Terri-Lynn Wolf, New York, Lutheran
Brotherhood; Debra |. Houghtaling, lowa, Bethesda-
Chevy Chase (Maryland) Rotary Club. (Middle row,
left to right) David E. Rohlfing, Nebraska, Colgate’s
Youth for America Program; Marianne W. Malcharek,
Hlinois, The Auxiliary to the American Optometric
Association; ferry D. Kiefer, Oklahoma, Reader’s
Digest Foundation; Scott D. Pruitt, Indiana, Farmland
Industries, Inc.; Vicki L. Hopper, Tennessee, Tennessee
Agricultural Extension Service; Blaine |. Huppert,
Wisconsin, Ocean Spray Cranberries, Inc. (Back row,
left to right) Timothy |. Taney, Utah, Friends of Na-
tional 4-H Council; Mark G. Kenumerer, California,
The Coca-Cola Company; and Kenneth A. Weinstein,
Oregon, Norman C. Mindrum Education Fund.
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