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Citizenship Comes Alive in Nation’s Capital

What does citizenship mean? Is it still rele-
vant? How does it affect me? These are ques-
tions over 4,200 teen 4-H delegates brought
with them to the 27th annual Citizenship-
Washington Focus program. Participants spent
six action-packed days learning about the
principles of citizenship, leadership and de-
veloping a sense of ownership in this country’s
political process.

Young people, representing 43 states and
ranging in age from 15 to 19, lived at the Na-
tional 4-H Center to learn about their govern-
ment and themselves. In the shadow of the
nation’s capital, 4-H'ers explored the structure
and function of government; studied American
history, issues of food agriculture, conserva-
tion, natural resources; and practiced skills in
public speaking and expressive arts. When
asked if CWF lived up to her expectations, Lynn
Hildebrandt, Wisconsin, answered, ‘‘Citizen-
ship-Washington Focus was very much worth
the many years of service and volunteer work
I've put forth through 4-H. I've made some
great friends, toured this wonderful city and
learned many valuable things that 1 will be
able to use for the rest of my life."”

Seminars and workshops were heightened
by visits paid to Capitol Hill where the week’s
experience was played out in the drama of real
life. Senators and congressmen visited the
4-H'ers, and fielded questions about the polit-
ical process in general or a specific issue back
home.

Washington, D.C. has been called the city of
monuments and a historian’s dream because
of the vast array of notable sights to explore.
Teen delegates experienced Washington by
day and night and left with a greater appreci-
ation for their capital city. Some, like New Jer-
sey delegate, Suzie Cichon, fall in love with a
special place. *‘One of the most beautiful sights
is the Washington Cathedral. I have seen a lot
of cathedrals, but this tops them all,” she said.

Citizenship-Washington Focus challenges
youth to develop the tools to become better
citizens. A delegate from Tennessee, Liz
Shannon, summed up her CWF experience this
way: ‘“We will take home with us not only
memories of the places we have visited but
also an understanding of the work involved in
running a great nation.”

Donors helping to make this program possi-
ble through program support and staff fellow-
ships include: American Speech-Language-
Hearing Association, The Auxiliary to the
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Linda Dollente, California, one of over 4,000 teens who venture to Washington, D.C. for
Citizenship-Washington Focus, takes time for reflection at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.
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During a visit to the John F. Kennedy Center. for the Performing Arts, CWF delegates present
a 4-H T-shirt to Tom Mader (c), executive director, Friends of the Kennedy Center. Friends
of the Kennedy Center provide active support for the CWF program. (1 to r) DeWayne Mitchell,
Michigan; Kim Samson, Missourt; Scott Kehn, South Dakota; Mader; Cyndi Horn, California,
Linda Dollente, California; and Michael Knutsen, South Dakota.







