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Conference Delegates
Focus on Future of 4-H

The nearly 350 4-H members, volunteer
leaders and Cooperative Extension Service
staff members who met at the National 4-H
Center April 13-18 for the 56th National 4-H
Conference focused on the future course of the
4-H program.

Delegate consulting groups shared view-
points on such topics as youth dilemmas of
the agriculture crisis; 4-H and societal issues;
agricultural careers for the future; and youth
involvement in communities. Recommenda-
tions of the consulting groups will influence
the future direction of the nation’s largest out-
of-school youth education program.

Delegates from 45 states, Puerto Rico and
the Virgin Islands represented the more than
4.3 million young people and 600,000 adult
volunteers involved in the 4-H program
nationwide. They were joined by ten Canadian
youths.

Centered on the current national 4-H theme,
“4-H for Youth for America,” conference ac-
tivities served the two-fold purpose of involv-

ing 4-H'ers and adults in program planning
and increasing public awareness of the 4-H
program. One 4-H'er from each state was cho-
sen from among conference delegates to par-
ticipate in the 4-H Ambassador training pro-
gram. These young people received intensive
training in communications and public rela-
tions to help them tell the 4-H story in their
own state and at special events.

Among highlights of the conference was
“4-H Day on Capitol Hill”. Secretary of Ag-
riculture Richard E. Lyng kicked off the day’'s
proceedings at a special assembly at the De-
partment of Agriculture. Lyng urged confer-
ence participants to preserve their faith in the
future of American agriculture. Delegates
spent the rest of the day on Capitol Hill, where
in five hours they visited 47 senators from 32
statesand 110 representatives from 43 states.

National 4-H Conference is conducted by
4-H, Extension Service, U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

President Ronald Reagan proudly displays a 4-H jacket presented to him by Senator Pete Domenict
(R-N.M.) on behalf of the New Mexico delegation to National 4-H Conference.

IFYE'’s Return After Living
and Working in China

It's not often that you get the chance to travel
to the other side of the world and observe the
coming of the twentieth century.

But two young men, Matt Weimar, a wheat
and cattle rancher from Oregon, and Stephen
Censky, a legislative aide in Washington who
hails from Minnesota, recently returned from
nearly half a year in the People’s Republic of
China. The two young men were part of the
first International Four-H Youth Exchange
(IFYE) with China.

Weimar and Censky spent five months in
Guangxi, living at an agricultural research
center and on a ‘‘private’”’ farm, one of the
newest demonstrations of western influence
in China. They toured other provinces during
the final month of their stay.

Censky said in many areas Chinese farms
look much the way farms do in Kansas. But
once you get into the more remote provinces,
you seem to take a step back into time.

““Pigs on Chinese farms look the way ours
did 20 years ago. They still have a long way
to come before their pigs produce more meat
than fat,”” Censky said. However, Censky said,
in recent years, the Chinese have made won-
derful strides to dramatically increase effi-
ciency, so much so that they now are rather
competitive on the export market.

But in the more remote provinces, it's as if
time has stood still. Bicycles and ox carts are
the modes of transportation. Censky and
Weimar recall seeing farmers during the plant-
ing and harvesting season labor from dawn to
dusk, doing backbreaking field work by hand.

Both men agreed the reforms initiated by
Deng Xio Peng to bring China into the 20th
century appear to be working. Perhaps the
most significant step is the breaking-up of the
communal farms. Individual farmers are being
permitted to ‘‘lease’ acreage from the state and
sell their harvest. That has brought a touch of
prosperity to Chinese farmers and, according
to Censky and Weimar, has done much to im-
prove work attitudes in general.

Socially, the Chinese appeared at a point
some of us in this country long to revisit. “‘You
usually don't see Chinese young people on
dates, at least no one under 21 years old,”
Weimar said.
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