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National 4-H Congress Lauds Amenca S Youth

Approximately 1,600 4-H delegates,
representing all 50 states and Puerto Rico,
gathered at the Conrad Hilton Hotel in
Chicago, Illinois, during the week of
November 27 to be recognized for their
achievements as state, sectional, and na-
tional winners. For these young people, at-
tendance at Congress was the attainment
of a goal toward which they had worked
for many years. During Congress they
were reminded many times that with this
achievement comes an obligation to set
even greater goals and to assume leader-
ship roles.

T. T. Lithgow, Jr., president, Fleischmann
Division, Nabisco Brands, Inc., speaking at
the banquet for winners in the bread pro-
gram, which his company sponsors, put it
this way: ""Don't ever stop learning. And,
incidentally, that implies a great deal more
than just 'book learning." Develop your
own personal 'data bank’. . . . You are the
major resource of America's future and we
have every confidence you will utilize it to
its fullest potential.”

At the food-nutrition banquet, James L.
Ferguson, chairman and chief executive,
General Foods Corporation, said it
somewhat differently. He urged the dele-

gates to remain flexible and adaptable,
ready to shed outdated practices and seize
new opportunities. "One of the reasons
you 4-H'ers are here tonight, as winners
and achievers,'" Ferguson said, "'is because
of your ability to grow and change. . . . This
is a process—an educational process— that
never ends."

Throughout the week at recognition
events, representatives of donor com-
panies paid tribute to the sound values and
practical skills 4-H members acquire
because of the program's strong educa-
tional base in the land-grant university
system and the U.S. Department of
Agriculture. At get-acquainted sessions,
delegates met and exchanged views with
key executives from the corporations that
sponsor their programs and with represen-
tatives from the Cooperative Extension
Service.

Pageantry Marks Congress Opening

The 62nd National 4-H Congress opened
on Sunday afternoon, November 27, with
the traditional flag ceremony. Represen-
tatives from the 50 states and Puerto Rico
paraded into the Grand Ballroom to the

Recipients of Presidential awards, the highest honor given for excellence in 4-H, proudly display the
silver tray that each one received. Winners clockwise from left of tray are Stephanie Pardoe, Maryland;,
Lori Butler, Illinois; Heidee Wilson, Utah; Deborah Owen, California, Benjamin Davis, New Hamp-
shire; and Antoinette Marsh, California.
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Bob Lund, vice preszden[ Sales and Marke{mg
Staff, General Motors Corporation, with Miss
America, Vanessa Williams, and a winner in
the safety program, which General Motors
sponsors. General Motors Foundation, Inc.
sponsored Miss America's visit to Congress.

music of the 505th U.S. Air Force
Ceremonial Band of the Midwest.

In his opening remarks, James L. Dutt,
chairman, chief executive officer, Beatrice
Foods Co., and chairman of the board of
trustees, National 4-H Council, told the
assembly that Congress offers the best in
recognition, educational challenges, in-
spiration, and cultural growth. The oppor-
tunity to meet peers from all over the coun-
try and professionals from the public and
private sectors who support 4-H, Dutt
noted, 1s an educational and cultural ex-
perience in itself.

Dr. V. Milton Boyce, assistant deputy ad-
ministrator, 4-H-Youth, Extension Service,
U.S. Department of Agriculture, told the
delegates to use the knowledge and skills
acquired through 4-H in the important
leadership roles they will surely be called
upon to play.

Keynote speaker Michael Broom, presi-
dent, Tomorrow's America Enterprises,
told the 4-H'ers that opportunities are
something that must be earned. ''Rewards
are in proportion to the service you per-
form,” he said. "I suggest that each and
every one of you gathered here today reach
down into your heart and pull out a dream
and use what you have learned in the 4-H
program to attain it."







