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DEDICATION

T hese educational materials are dedicated to the memory of the Space Shuttle
“Challenger” crew who lost their lives in the explosion of January 28, 1986. These
astronauts focused their careers on the Space Shuttle and its technology, and chose to lead
us in the exploration of space.

U.S. Air Force Licutenant Colonel Ellison S. Onizuka of the Challenger crew was a former
4-H'er and the first Japanese-American and native Hawaiian to fly in space. His first mission
was in January, 1985. During that mission he carried with him three 4-H flags. He credited
4-H programs with giving him opportunities to develop self-confidence, the ability to
achieve and a spirit of exploration and challenge. LTC Onizuka was assisting in the
production of Blue SRy before his death and is featured in the television programs.
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INTRODUCTION

C ongratulations and thanks for being a Blue Sky 4-H volunteer. You and your members
arc about to embark on a new and exciting experience relating space and technology
to the world in which we live. Whether you're a novice or an experienced volunteer
leader/teacher, you can make this experience fun, exciting and educational for your

members and you.

This guide will help you in planning and conducting activity-filled meetings with your
group. Background information, lesson plans, individual and group activities and other
learning experiences are all provided for you. It's up to you to motivate the youth, to
generate excitement and enthusiasm for the project, and to provide support for your

group throughout the program.

HERE’S HOW THE
LEADER/ TEACHER
HANDBOOK

IS ORGANIZED

he first few pages of this handbook

explain what the Blue Sky project is
and what's included in this new +-H
program. The purpose, goals and objectives
are outlined, along with suggestions of how
the materials are to be used. Some basic
information on working with youth is
provided for the leader, along with tips
about materials and equipment needed to
conduct the project.

You'll find a Curriculum Matrix which,
at-a-glance, shows how all the program
components fit together. Next is a basic
lesson plan outline that can be used to
teach each of the lessons. Following the
Outline is specific information pertaining
to cach individual lesson, such as
background information on the subject,
teaching objectives, discussion questions
and answers, individual and group
activities, and suggestions of other 4-H
projects which relate to the subject being
taught. Where to find additional informa-
tion on Blue Sky topics is also indicated.
Finally, tips are provided for helping your
members complete project record forms.






