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4-H Calendar Program 
In order by year 

 

     
Photo digitized from the salesmanôs calendar on the right.    Digital photo of the oldest 4-H calendar that we have seen. 

 
Year of Calendar:  1942 

Year Painted:  N/A 

Calendar Company:  Thos. D. Murphy 

Title:  ñTwo-time winnerò 

Subject:  Boy asleep in the stall (probably at fair) with his Hereford  

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and location:  TDM Co USA  

Size of art (unframed):   

Medium:  Photo of Printed Salesmanôs calendar  

Framed/Unframed:  framed 

Provenance:  Currently the oldest 4-H calendar on record. Purchased from local antiques mall in Springfield, 

Ohio by Allen Auck for his private 4-H calendar collection. Digitized images donated to National  

4-H History Preservation database in 2017. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Hanging calendar with black and white photo and reverse illustrations on a beige background on 

each side with green highlights and 4-H clovers.  The calendars given to clients and 4-H families 

would have the name of the company who bought and distributed the calendar in the block at top 

which now contains the Thos. D. Murphy Co. information. 

Marketing:   

Estimated Value:   

Condition, art & frame:  N/A 

Current Location:  Property of Allen Auck, State 4-H staff, Ohio 
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Digitized image of the photograph from the calendar at right.     Digitization of top section of a salesmanôs copy of 1943 4-H calendar. 

 
Year of Calendar:  1943 

Year Painted:  N/A 

Calendar Company:  Thos. D. Murphy 

Title:  ñWe Both Will Growò 

Subject:  Small girl with a calf 

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and location:   

Size of art (unframed):   

Medium:  Scan of Printed Salesmanôs copy 

Framed/Unframed:  Unframed 

Provenance:  Purchased from local antiques mall in Springfield, Ohio by Allen Auck for his private 4-H calendar 

collection. Digitized images donated to National 4-H History Preservation database in 2017. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Hanging calendar with black and white photo and reverse illustrations on a beige background on 

each side with green highlights and 4-H clovers.  The calendars given to clients and 4-H families 

would have the name of the company who bought and distributed the calendar in the block at top 

which now contains the Thos. D. Murphy Co. information. 

Marketing:   

Condition, art and 
frame:  

N/A 

Current Location:  Property of Allen Auck, State 4-H staff, Ohio 
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Digitized photo from the calendar on right.          Top section of an early Salesmanôs 4-H wall calendar. 

 
Year of Calendar:  1944 

Year Painted:  N/A 

Calendar Company:  Thos. D. Murphy 

Title:  ñFrecklesò 

Subject:  Boy holding a chicken  

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and location:   

Size of art (unframed ):  

Medium:  Printed Salesmanôs copy of a black and white photo framed with an off-white border 

containing a 4-H clover in each corner and an exterior and interior border of green. The slogan 

for each of the four Hs appears in each corner above or below the clovers.  

Framed/Unframed:  Unframed 

Provenance:  Purchased from local antiques mall in Springfield, Ohio by Allen Auck for his private 4-H 

calendar collection. Digitized images donated to National 4-H History Preservation database in 

2017. 

Presentation  History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Hanging calendar with black and white photo and reverse illustrations on a beige background 

on each side with green highlights and 4-H Clovers.  The calendars given to clients and 4-H 

families would have the name of the company who bought and distributed the calendar in the 

block at top which now contains the Thos. D. Murphy Co. information.  

Marketing:  Unknown 

Condition, art and frame:  N/A 

Current Location:  Property of Allen Auck, State 4-H staff, Ohio 
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Digital photograph from printed wall calendar on right.    Top section of salesmanôs 4-H wall calendar.    
   

Year of Calendar:  1945 

Year Painted:  N/A 

Calendar Company:  Thos. D. Murphy 

Title:  ñPigs is pigsò 

Subject:  Boy holding a piglet 

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and location:   

Size of art (unframed):   

Medium:  Scan of Printed Salesmanôs copy 

Framed/Unframed:  Framed 

Provenance:  Purchased from local antiques Mall in Springfield, Ohio by Allen Auk for his private 4-H 

calendar collection. Digitized images donated to National 4-H History Preservation database in 

2017. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Hanging calendar with black and white photo and on an off-white background with green 

borders and 4-H Clovers in each corner. The calendars given to clients and 4-H families would 

have the name of the company who bought and distributed the calendar in the block at top 

which now contains the Thos. D. Murphy Co. information. 

Marketing:   

Condition, art and frame:  N/A 

Current Location:  Property of Allen Auck, State 4-H staff, Ohio 
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Image from a member/leader calendar.    Member/leader calendar.            Presentation of original painting.          Part of article in 1956 4-H news. 
 

Year of Calendar:  1949 

Year Painted:  1947 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:   

Subject:  Young man and young woman wearing official uniforms of the time with the 4-H badge placed over 

their hearts as a part of the uniform. 

Arti st:  Douglass Crockwell  

Artist life (dates):  American, 1904-1968, Glen Falls NY: Painter, illustrator, designer.  Crockwell studied at 

Washington University in St Louis and the St Louis School of Fine Arts. He painted the art for the 

first four nationally-recognized 4-H calendars for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company.  His 

paintings can be seen in museums nationwide and in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian. 

He is recognized as an ñIllustration Luminaryò by the National Museum of American Illustration 

(NMAI). For more information click on https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/  

Signature and 
location:  

(Douglass Crockwell) stamped bottom right 

Size of  art (unframed):  Unknown 

Medium:   

Framed/Unframed:   

Provenance:  The best image we have of this calendar art is an actual leader/member calendar; the image also 

appeared as a part of the annual advert about the calendars in the 1948 issue of National  

4-H News and the photograph of the original art being presented by Guy Noble to M. L. Wilson. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:  N/A 

Calendar Description:   

Marketing:   

Condition, art and 
frame:  

Unknown 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original art. Digitized material is stored on the 

National 4-H History Preservation Website. Anyone who has information about the original art is 

asked to contact the History team at info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com  

https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/
mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
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Color photograph digitized from printed calendar.   Top section of hanging salesmanôs calendar.  Information printed on back. 
 

Year of Calendar:  1949 

Year Painted:  N/A 

Calendar Company:  Thos. D. Murphy 

Tit le:   

Subject:  National 4-H Conference attendees who reached voting age are honored on the steps of the Lincoln 

Memorial 

Artist:   

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and location:   

Size of art (unframed):   

Medium:  Photograph, printed salesmanôs copy 

Framed/Unframed:  Unframed 

Provenance:  Purchased from local antiques Mall in Springfield, Ohio by Allen Auck for his private 4-H calendar 

collection. Digitized images donated to National 4-H History Preservation database in 2017. 

Presentation History:   

Infor mation on back:  (pictured above) ñThis is a Sample of Series 49 SM 339[,] When writing the order be sure to put 

down the Series Number and also the Title Name of the Picture sold on this mounting. The Thos. D. 

Murphy Co.ò 

Calendar Description:  Hanging calendar with color photo and reverse illustrations on a green background on four sides. 

The calendars given to clients and 4-H families would have the name of the company who bought 

and distributed the calendar in the block at top which now contains the Thos. D. Murphy Co. 

information. 

Marketing:   

Condition, art and 
frame:  

N/A 

Current Location:  Property of Allen Auck, State 4-H staff, Ohio 
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Image from framed reprint of original art.      Newsletter copy of presentation of original art.   Sponsor presents calendar.   
 

Year of Calendar:  1950 

Year Painted:  1948 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:   

Subject:  Young man carrying a bushel basket filled with vegetables stops to chat with a girl on her hands and 

knees weeding plants under a 4-H cut-out member sign on a post.  There is a barn in the background 

Artist:  Douglass Crockwell 

Artist life (dates):    American, 1904-1968, Glen Falls NY: Painter, illustrator, designer.  Crockwell studied at 

Washington University in St Louis and the St Louis School of Fine Arts. He painted the art for the 

first four nationally-recognized 4-H calendars for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company.  His 

paintings can be seen in museums nationwide and in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian. He 

is recognized as an ñIllustration Luminaryò by the National Museum of American Illustration 

(NMAI). For more information click on https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/     

Signature and location:  (Douglass Crockwell) stamped bottom right 

Size of art (unframed):  Unknown 

Medium:  Reproduction is print on paper 

Framed/Unframed:  Framed under glass 

Provenance:   

Presentation History:  Madeline Feucht, Cecil County, Maryland, and William Curry, Talbot County, Maryland, present 

1950 4-H calendar artwork to Federal Extension Director M. L. Wilson. (shown above) In Indiana, 

The company sponsoring the production of the calendars made an official presentation of a wall 

calendar to representative 4-H members. (shown at top) 

Information on back:  N/A 

Calendar Description:  Full-sized wall calendar shows image, plus having monthly calendars at bottom. 

Marketing:  Page 51, March 1950 National 4-H News shows photo and caption of Glen Lemler, cashier of the 

First State Bank of Bourbon, Indiana presenting one of the 1950 wall calendars they sponsored to 

Keith Stackhouse and May Koontz, presidents of the boys and girls clubs of the county. 

Condition, art and 
frame:  

Both print and frame are in good condition. 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original art. Digitized copies are stored on National 

4-H History Preservation Website. Anyone who has information about the original art is asked to 

contact the History team at info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com The reproduction print is displayed at 

the National 4-H Center. 

https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/
mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com


8 
 

        
Digitized Image of original art     Dec. 1949 4-H News ad.    Salesmanôs calendar.     Member/Ldr. cal.   Art presented to Nat. 4H. 

Year of Calendar:  1951 

Year Painted:  1949 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title : Not Known 

Subject:  4-H boy with Jersey cow stands by wooden fence; 4-H girl, wearing apron, seated on fence holds a 

glass of milk and a plate of cookies that they are ready to eat. Farm buildings appear in 

background. 

Artist:  Douglass Crockwell 

Artist life (dates):   American, 1904-1968, Glen Falls NY: Painter, illustrator, designer.  Crockwell studied at 

Washington University in St Louis and the St Louis School of Fine Arts. He painted the art for the 

first four nationally-recognized 4-H calendars for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company.  His 

paintings can be seen in museums nationwide and in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian. 

He is recognized as an ñIllustration Luminaryò by the National Museum of American Illustration 

(NMAI). For more information click on http://americanillusration.org/project/douglass-crockwell 

Signature and location:  (Douglass Crockwell) stamped or printed lower left corner 

Size of art (unframed ): 28ò x 22ò 

Medium:  Oil on canvas 

Framed/Unframed:  Original Frame 

Provenance:  One of seven pieces of National 4-H Calendar art displayed in a historical exhibit detailing the 

National 4-H Calendar Program.  This exhibit was created for the 2012 National 4-H Conference 

and was also displayed at the 2012 Mid Atlantic All Stars meeting in Maryland and the 2012 

National 4-H Hall of Fame at the National 4-H Youth Conference Center in Chevy Chase, MD. 

Washington DC area Phi Upsilon Omicron group gave $150 toward restoration/preservation of this 

piece. Design selected as one of six by delegates to 2014 NAE4-HA Conference to appear on set of 

historic 4-H post cards to be sold by National 4-H Supply Service in 2016. Displayed in Heritage 

Hallway at National 4-H Conference Center since 2013. 

Presentation History:  [Caption: photo above, right] ñOfficial Presentation of Original art: Tom Meredith, Talbot County, 

Maryland, and Mary Blackhall, Charles County, Maryland, present artwork to Federal Extension 

Director M. L. Wilson on March 3, 1950 during National 4-H Week. The painting will hang with 

others in the USDA conference room until such time as all can be moved to the National 4-H 

Center.ò  

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Calendar came in two versions: full -sized wall calendar with individual months at the bottom and 

smaller version calendar with individual monthly pages. Both carried the same featured image. 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow 1951 calendar ad - p. 25, December 1949 National 4-H News. 

Condition of art and  
frame:  

Recent conservation of this painting was made possible by the generous contribution from the D. 

C. Area Alumni Chapter of Phi Upsilon Omicron, (Home Economics Honorary) through the 

National    4-H History Preservation Program. 

Current Location:  Displayed as a part of exhibit of original National 4-H Calendar and Poster Art in Heritage 

Hallway, J. C. Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since 2005. 

http://americanillusration.org/project/douglass-crockwell
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Digitized image of original art       Salesmanôs sample calendar   Full page ad, Dec. 1950 Nat. 4-H News 

Year of Calendar:  1952 

Year Painted:  1950 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  None available 

Subject:  One boy and one young woman are seated and a teenage boy wearing a 4-H tee shirt stands.  They 

are all on a hillside looking over a farmstead and the lands beyond. 

Artist:  Spencer Douglass Crockwell 

Artist life (dates):  American, 1904-1968, Glen Falls NY: Painter, illustrator, designer.  Crockwell studied at 

Washington University in St Louis and the St Louis School of Fine Arts. He painted the art for the 

first four nationally-recognized 4-H calendars for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company.  His 

paintings can be seen in museums nationwide and in the permanent collection of the Smithsonian. He 

is recognized as an ñIllustration Luminaryò by the National Museum of American Illustration 

(NMAI). For more information click on  https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/  

Signature and 
location:  

(Douglass Crockwell) stamped bottom left  

Size of art (unframed):  27 Ĳò x 22 İò 

Medium:  Oil on board, covered with glass 

Framed/Unframed:  Original frame matted, framed and covered with glass 

Provenance:  Painting has hung in the National 4-H Council Resource Development conference room since 2006. 

Presentation History:  [Photo caption, p. 9, March 1951 National 4-H News] ñFederal Extension Director M. L. Wilson, as 

the representative of the Cooperative Extension Service, received the 1952 original calendar art by 

Brown & Bigelow, presented to him by Herbert King, Damascus, Maryland and Janice Anzuluvich, 

Berwyn, Maryland. Eventually the artwork will go to the National 4-H Club Center for a permanent 

gallery.ò  

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  (Photo of large calendar available above) 

Market ing:   

Condition of art and  
frame:  

Good condition.  No restoration needed 

Current Location:  Displayed in ñHandsò Conference room, second floor, J. C. Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference 

Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since 2005. 

 

https://americanillustration.org/project/douglass-crockwell/
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Digitized image of print of original art               Top section of salesmanôs calendar   Full-page 43 ad in Dec.1951 Nat 4-H News 
 

Year of Calendar:  1953 

Year Painted:  1951 or 1952 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  ñBest Everò 

Subject:  The print shows a young lady and young man standing in a kitchen, he has a 4-H emblem on his shirt 

and she on her apron; she is in the middle of canning strawberries and proudly holds up a jar she has 

just completed canning. 

Artist:  Will iam C. Griffith  

Artist life (dates):  American, 1905-1975: W. C. Griffith received his art education at Watkins School of Art and the Art 

Institute of Chicago. He worked as an advertising illustrator in Chicago and for magazines such as 
Saturday Evening Post, Sports Afield and Country Gentleman. In 1953 he was commissioned to paint 

the National 4-H Poster by sponsor Coats and Clark, which he continued to do through 1970. The 

same year he began working for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company in St. Paul, Minnesota, 

painting 16 4-H calendar covers between 1953 and 1968. National 4-H owns 11 of his calendar 

paintings. He painted more official 4-H paintings (34) than any other artist. 

Signature and location:  (Griffith) lower right corner 

Size of art (unframed):  15 ½ò x 12 1/2ò  

Medium:  Print on Paper   

Framed/Unframed:  Framed, matted and sealed under glass 

Provenance:  Print has hung in the Heritage Hallway across from the Board of Directors room at the National 4-H 

Conference Center since 2005. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Wall calendar shows image plus monthly calendars at bottom. (See image above) 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow 1953 calendar ad appears on page 43 of December 1951 National 4-H News. 

(above) 

Condition, art and 
frame:  

Excellent 

Current Location:  Displayed as a part of exhibit of original National 4-H Calendar and Poster Art in Heritage Hallway, 

J. C. Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since 2005. 
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Digital image of the National 4-H Calendar art.        Full page ad, p.7, Dec. 1952 4-H News.   Article about Brown & Bigelow Calendars 
. 

Year of Calendar:  1954 

Year Painted:  1952 estimate 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  ñHelping Handsò 

Subject:  A teenage boy wearing a 4-H tee shirt holds a small lamb on his knee while feeding it milk from a 

bottle.  His mother, younger sister and their dog watch the process. 

Artist:  William C. Griffith 

Artist life (dates):  American, 1905-1975: W. C. Griffith received his art education at Watkins School of Art and the 

Art Institute of Chicago. He worked as an advertising illustrator in Chicago and for magazines 

such as Saturday Evening Post, Sports Afield and Country Gentleman. In 1953 he was 

commissioned to paint the National 4-H Poster by sponsor Coats and Clark, which he continued 

to do through 1970. The same year he began working for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company in 

St. Paul, Minnesota, painting 16 4-H calendar covers between 1953 and 1968. National 4-H owns 

11 of his calendar paintings. He painted more official 4-H paintings (34) than any other artist. 

Signature and location:  (Griffith) bottom right corner 

Size of art (unframed):  15.5ò x 12.5ò 

Medium:  Tempera on board 

Framed/Unframed:  Matted and framed 

Provenance:  This painting has hung in the Center Sales department on third floor of J. C. Penney Hall from 

2005 until January 2014 when it was moved to the office of the Center Manager beside the Front 

Desk in J. C. Penney Hall. Since December 2016 it has been part of the exhibit in the Heritage 

Hallway, J. C. Penney Hall. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:  1954, Brown & Bigelow, ñKN9ò in pencil. 

Calendar Description:  Brown & Bigelow offered four calendar styles with this image: 1) wall calendar for school and 

business hang-up in three sizes: 11" x 22-3/4", 16" x 33" and 22" x 45-1/2"; 2) Art mount for 

home hang-up with the calendar image "tipped" onto the stock and a smaller calendar pad; 3) 4-H 

Record Calendar and 4) Memory Calendar. 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow ad on p. 7, December 1952 issue of National 4-H News shows a picture of the 

calendar image and the four different calendar designs (see advert above.) 

Condition, art and frame:  Cleaned and restored through a grant from IBM through the kindness of Alumna Valerie Pace. 

Current Location:  Displayed as a part of Exhibit of Original National 4-H Calendar and Poster Art in Heritage 

Hallway, J. C. Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since 2016. 
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Image from the Dec. 1955, National 4-H News, page 7 article on                       E.W. Aiton Presents painting to 4-H. 
Brown & Bigelow calendars. (above)     
 

Year of Calendar:  1955 

Year Painted:  1953 estimate 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  ñHelping Handsò 

Subje ct:  . 

Artist:  William C. Griffith 

Artist life (dates):  American, 1905-1975: W. C. Griffith received his art education at Watkins School of Art and the 

Art Institute of Chicago. He worked as an advertising illustrator in Chicago and for magazines 

such as Saturday Evening Post, Sports Afield and Country Gentleman. In 1953 he was 

commissioned to paint the National 4-H Poster by sponsor Coats and Clark, which he continued to 

do through 1970. The same year he began working for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, painting 16 4-H calendar covers between 1953 and 1968. National 4-H owns 11 of 

his calendar paintings. He painted more official 4-H paintings (34) than any other artist. 

Signature and location:  (Griffith) bottom  

Size of art (unframed):  Unknown 

Medium:   

Framed/Unframed:   

Provenance:   

Presentation History:  E.W. Aiton, Leader of 4-H and YMW programs, Federal Extension Service, USDA, makes the 

presentation of the 1955 National 4-H Calendar painting, officially unveiled by Tom Shinn, Kansas 

and Nancy Hencle, New York. (pictured in August 1953 National 4-H News, above) 

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Brown & Bigelow offered four calendar styles with this image: 1) wall calendar for school and 

business hang-up in three sizes: 11" x 22-3/4", 16" x 33" and 22" x 45-1/2"; 2) Art mount for home 

hang-up with the calendar image "tipped" onto the stock and a smaller calendar pad; 3) 4-H Record 

Calendar and 4) Memory Calendar. 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow ad on p. 7, December 1955 issue of National 4-H News shows a picture of the 

calendar image and the four different calendar designs. 

Condition, art and 
frame:  

Unknown 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original art. Digitized image stored on National  4-

H History Preservation Website. Anyone who has information about the original art or a calendar 

with the image is asked to contact the History team at info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com 4-H 

Council doesnôt own this painting. 

mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
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Digitized image of original 4-H Art          Presentation of original art to 4-H   Information on back of painting  
 

Year of Calendar:  1955 

Year Painted:  1953 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Shaw-Barton 

Title:  ñLearning by Doingò 

Subject:  4-H family on front steps of their home.   

Artist:  Harold N. Anderson  

Artist life (dates):  1894-1973, New Rochelle, NY: Genre, Children. Illustrator (P), Posters, Pupil of Emerson, Brett, 

Spear.  Anderson was one of the nation's most popular and respected American illustrators 

throughout the first half of the 20th century, recognized for his assistance to younger artists and 

illustrators. He painted 13 known pieces of 4-H art for Shaw-Barton Calendar Company; National   

4-H owns 10 of them. Andersonôs work is part of the collection of the National Museum of 

American Illustration (NMAI) where he is a ñIllustration Luminary.ò  He was inducted into the 

Illustrators Hall of Fame in 1993. Learn about him at: 

http://americanillustration.org/project/harold-anderson/ 
Signature and location:  (Harold Anderson) lower left corner 

Size of art (unframed):  38ò x 29ò 

Medium:  Oil on canvas 

Framed/Unframed:  Framed in original painted wood frame. 

Provenance:  This painting was loaned to Paul V. Kepner, Deputy Administrator, Federal Extension Service, US 

Department of Agriculture to be hung in his private office.  Dates are unknown as to when it was 

loaned or returned to the National 4-H Foundation after his use.  

Presentation History:  During the week of September 19-23, 1955 at the 10th National Conference on Citizenship, two 4-H 

Club members, Eileen Steiger of Billings, Montana and Bill Saulcy of Loveland, Colorado, presented 

P. V. Kepner with the original painting of the 1955 4-H calendar by Shaw-Barton to hang in Mr. 

Kepner's office on loan. Once the National 4-H Center is occupied, the painting will be placed on 

permanent display at that location. (photo of presentation in Dec 1955 issue of National 4-H Club 

Foundation Journal (see photo above for further description) Presented to National 4-H Foundation 

by Shaw-Barton, Coshocton, Ohio (see clipping above). 

Information on back:  (See photo above) This original oil by Harold Anderson was painted for use as the featured picture of 

the 1956 National 4-H Calendar. The calendar will be produced by Shaw-Barton Company of 

Coshocton Ohio, under authorization from the Secretary of Agriculture for permission to use the 

name and emblem. The National 4-H calendar was authorized in an agreement reached with the 

Committee on Extension Organization and Policy. The oil is the property of the National 4-H Club 

Foundation of America, Inc. (Now National 4-H Council). 

Calendar Description :  

Marketing:   

Condition, art and  
frame:  

Conservation in 2013 was made possible through a generous donation from Lee Ann Blum, former 

4-Hôer from Kentucky, former IFYE and IFYE Fellow in honor of her parents.   

Current Location:  Displayed in exhibit of original National 4-H Calendar and Poster art in the Heritage Hallway, J. C. 

Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since 2013. 

http://americanillustration.org/project/harold-anderson/
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Image of original art       Advertisement from 1954 National 4-H News 

 

Year of Calendar:  1956 

Year Painted:  1954 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  ñGrowing Upò 

Subject:  Family standing at farm gate with 4-H member and leader signs on fence. The pieces of board on 

the ground, the saw standing by the fence and the hammer in the boyôs hand indicate that heôs just 

finished hanging the signs or at least the member sign. 

Artist:  William C. Griffith 

Artist life (dates):  American, 1905-1975: W. C. Griffith received his art education at Watkins School of Art and the 

Art Institute of Chicago. He worked as an advertising illustrator in Chicago and for magazines 

such as Saturday Evening Post, Sports Afield and Country Gentleman. In 1953 he was 

commissioned to paint the National 4-H Poster by sponsor Coats and Clark, which he continued to 

do through 1970. The same year he began working for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, painting 16 4-H calendar covers between 1953 and 1968. National 4-H owns 11 of 

his calendar paintings. He painted more official 4-H paintings (34) than any other artist. 

Signature and location:  (Griffith) lower left 

Size of art (unframed):  25.25ò x 20.25ò 

Medium:  Acrylic or tempera on board 

Framed/Unframed:  Original wooden frame  

Provenance:  This painting has hung in the sales area on the third floor of J. C. Penney Hall from 2005 to 2016. It 

now is part of exhibit of original 4-H art in the Heritage Hallway, J. C. Penney Hall, National 4-H 

Conference Center. Design selected as one of six by delegates to 2014 NAE4-HA Conference to 

appear on set of historic 4-H post cards to be sold by National 4-H Supply Service in 2016. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Brown & Bigelow are offering a variety of calendars, all with the same image: 1) the large for 

school and business hang-up calendar w/attached monthly pad in 3 sizes: 11" x 22-3/4", 16" x 33", 

22" x 45 -1/2"; 2) Art Mount wall calendar w/image affixed to back board and monthly pad below; 

3) 4-H record calendar; and, 4) Memory Calendar. Design selected as one of six by delegates to 

2014 NAE4-HA Conference to appear on set of six historical 4-H post cards to be sold by National 

4-H Supply Service in 2016. 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow ad for 1956 calendar appears on page 79 of December 1954 National 4-H News 

(above.) 

Condition, art and  
frame:  

The painting and the frame have been cleaned and restored through the donation from Nancy Wills, 

National 4-H Fellow and retired staff member. 

Current Location:  Displayed in exhibit of original National 4-H Calendar and Poster art in the Heritage Hallway, J. C. 

Penney Hall, National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland since December 2016 . 
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The images above are the best ones we have of the photograph and the calendar produced by this company in 1956. 
 

Year o f Calendar:  1956 

Year Painted:   

Calendar Company:  Gettier Montayne 

Title:   

Subject:   

Artist:   

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and 
location:  

 

Size of art  (unframed):   

Medium:   

Framed/Unframed:   

Provenance:   

Presentation History:   

Information on  back:   

Calendar Description:   

Marketing:   

Condition, art and  
frame:  

N/A 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original photo or a calendar. Digitized material 

stored on National 4-H History Preservation website. Anyone who has information about the 

original calendar or photo is asked to contact the History Team at info@4-

HHistoryPreservation.com 

 
 
  

mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
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Digitized Image of original art             Ad from page 85, Dec. 1954 Nat. 4-H News  
 

Year of Calendar:  1956 

Year Painted:  1954 (estimate) 

Calendar Company:  Shaw-Barton 

Title:  "Nature Study - Our Feathered Friends"  

Subject:  Scene with darkened background depicting night-time. A man seated in a chair with group of boys and 

girls around him, several older teens and adults standing behind him, holds what appears to be a 

mounted specimen as he gives group a nature lesson. Other mounted birds are displayed on a table 

beside him. 

Artist:  Harold N. Anderson 

Artist li fe (dates):  1894-1973, New Rochelle, NY: Genre, Children. Illustrator (P), Posters, Pupil of Emerson, Brett, Spear.  

Anderson was one of the nation's most popular and respected American illustrators throughout the first 

half of the 20th century, recognized for his assistance to younger artists and illustrators. He painted 13 

known pieces of 4-H art for Shaw-Barton Calendar Company; National   4-H owns 10 of them. 

Andersonôs work is part of the collection of the National Museum of American Illustration (NMAI) 

where he is a ñIllustration Luminary.ò  He was inducted into the Illustrators Hall of Fame in 1993. Learn 

about him at: http://americanillustration.org/project/harold-anderson/ 
Signature and 
location:  

(Harold Anderson) bottom left corner 

Size of art 
(unframed):  

39ò X 29ò 

Medium:  Oil on canvas 

Framed/Unframed:  Framed in new wooden frame 

Provenance:  This painting has been hanging in the office of a senior staff member of National 4-H Council since its 

renovation and reframing in the late 1990s or early 2000s 

Presentation 
History:  

This oil was loaned to Paul V. Kepner, Deputy Administrator, Federal Extension Service, USDA, for 

display in his private office. Once the National 4-H Center is occupied, the painting will be placed on 

permanent display at that location. 

Information on 
back:  

 

Calendar 
Description:  

Four types of calendars, all with same Nature Study image, are featured by Shaw-Barton: 1) Art Mount 

wall calendar for general distribution with border sketches of 4-H activities; 2) Pocket Record containing 

month-by-month record and simplified tax system for farm finances; 3) 4-H Home Calendar with space 

on dates to note arrangements, historical events; and 4) Roll calendar, a big, easy-to-read calendar for 

hanging in schools or places of business and coming in three sizes. 

Marketing:   

Condition, art & 
frame:  

Excellent condition due to the restoration from the generous donation of Ed Gershin, retired staff. 

Current Location:  Displayed in office of Senior Vice President for Strategic Planning, 2nd floor, J. C. Penney Hall, National 

4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland. 

http://americanillustration.org/project/harold-anderson/
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Digitized image of original art.                Salesmanôs sample calendar.        Ad on p.27. Dec. 1955 National 4-H News 

 

Year of Calendar:  1957 

Year Painted:  1955 (estimate) 

 Calendar Company:  Brown & Bigelow 

Title:  ñA Big Dayò 

Subject:  Teenage 4-H boy and his swine project at the state fair, teen girl looking on admiring the hog from 

outside the pen. Boy holding brush, looking at swine. State fair pennants hanging. Show number 

237 next to showing stick. 

Artist:  William C. Griffith 

Artist life (dates):  American, 1905-1975: W. C. Griffith received his art education at Watkins School of Art and the 

Art Institute of Chicago. He worked as an advertising illustrator in Chicago and for magazines 

such as Saturday Evening Post, Sports Afield and Country Gentleman. In 1953 he was 

commissioned to paint the National 4-H Poster by sponsor Coats and Clark, which he continued to 

do through 1970. The same year he began working for Brown & Bigelow Calendar company in St. 

Paul, Minnesota, painting 16 4-H calendar covers between 1953 and 1968. National 4-H owns 11 

of his calendar paintings. He painted more official 4-H paintings (34) than any other artist. 

Signature and location:  (Griffith) bottom left corner 

Size of art (unframed):  26 Ĳò x 20 İò 

Medium:  Oil on Canvas 

Framed/Unframed:  Original frame 

Provenance:  This painting was picked by the 4-H Center sales staff to hang in the hallway near their offices.  It 

has been hanging outside of the Health Conference Room on the third floor of J. C. Penney Hall 

since 2005. 

Presentation History:   

Information on back:  Sticker of framer. Penciled number 7619. In pen: ñRm. 221.ò ñBrown & Bigelow Calendarò in ink 

on right side. 

Calendar Description:  Several calendar options offered: Large wall calendar for school and business hang-up in three 

sizes, 11" x 22-3/4", 16" x 33" and 22" x 45-1/2"; plus an Art Mount 4-H Record and a Memory 

Calendar. 

Marketing:  Brown & Bigelow ad for 1957 calendar appears on page 27 of December 1955 National 4-H News 

(above.) 

Condition, art & frame:  No visible damage to medium. Not varnished 

Current Location:  On display outside of the Health Conference Room on the third floor of J. C. Penney Hall, 

National 4-H Conference Center, Chevy Chase, Maryland. 
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Image from Nat. 4-H Foundation promo brochure. Candler County, Georgia 4-IΩŜǊǎ.   Page from the 1957 promotion brochure. 
 

Year of Calendar:  1957 

Year Painted:   

Calendar Company:  Custom Calendar Company, Atlanta, GA 

Title:  ñMake the Best Betterò 

Subject:  Candler County, Georgia 4-M members   

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and 
location:  

 

Size of art  (unframed):   

Medium:  Photograph, 4-H Clover and sketches 

Framed/Unframed:   

Provenance:   

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:   

Marketing:   

Estimated Value:   

Condition, art and 
frame:  

N/A 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original photo or a calendar. Digitized material 

stored on National 4-H History Preservation website. Anyone who has information about the 

original calendar or photo is asked to contact the History Team at info@4-

HHistoryPreservation.com 

 
 

  

mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
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 Image digitized from a National 4-H Club Foundation brochure promoting 4-H calendars for 1957 (above). 
 

Year of Calendar:  1957 

Year Painted:   

Calendar Company:  Gerlach-Barlklow Company 

Title:  ñPure-Bred é4-Hò 

Subject:  Teenagers feeding a calf with a bucket 

Artist:  Unknown 

Artist life (dates):   

Signature and 
location:  

 

Size of art (unframed):   

Medium:  Black and white Photograph  

Framed/Unframed:   

Provenance:   

Presentation History:   

Information on back:   

Calendar Description:  Full size hanging calendar 

Marketing:  Marketed through the National 4-H Foundationôs annual 4-H calendar marketing brochure which 

was published in 1956. 

Estimated Value:  NA 

Condition , art and  
frame:  

N/A 

Current Location:  4-H does not have (or know the location of) this original photo or a calendar. Digitized material 

stored on National 4-H History Preservation website. Anyone who has information about the 

original calendar or photo is asked to contact the History Team at info@4-

HHistoryPreservation.com 

 
 

 
 

mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com
mailto:info@4-HHistoryPreservation.com

