
Voices 

Of 4-H 

History 
 
The 1914 Smith-Lever Act provided federal funding 

to the Extension Service in every state.  To honor this 

milestone, the National 4-H History Preservation 

Team is leading an Oral History program to capture 

local success stories of Extension and 4-H. 

 

  
 

 Celebrates100 years of Cooperative Extension 

 Smith-Lever Centennial 1914-2014 

 Youth interviewing alumni, volunteers and 

supporters to share their stories 

 Audio or video recording/editing multi-media 

 Share at film festivals and local events 

 Preserving history 

 Participation is fun 

 Youth gain communication skills 

 Alumni get re-connected to 4-H 

 Intergenerational connections 
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The Voices of 4-H History project aims to increase 

public awareness of the Cooperative Extension 

Service and its 4-H Youth Development Program 

during the 2014 Smith-Lever Act’s Centennial Year.  
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A goal of the Voices of 4-H History project is 

to collect information that reflects personal 

and community-based 4-H history and 
illustrates the program’s richly significant 

story. 

 

Getting different perspectives on history 

in order to tell the entire story involves asking 

many different people to share their treasured 

memories. Voices of 4-H History will include 
members, staff, leaders and alumni. 
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